LITERATURE REVIEW ASSESSMENT SHEET FOR TRAINERS & REGISTRARS                    DR.  Ramesh Mehay

Bradford VTS Course Organiser


Your project must satisfactorily cover all main areas to pass.
Definition (Literature Review)

A discussion paper gives you the opportunity to collect evidence from sources other than peer-reviewed literature. You must not just state your own prejudices but develop a logical argument.
Examples:

What are the implications of population coronary heart disease risk screening? 

A discussion of the National Service Framework for coronary care (Standard 4).

	Title     PASS/FAIL

	(   Title reflects the aim of the project 
COMMENTS :

Hot Tips :

· Place the type of project in the project heading eg “A literature review of …..”

	AIM    PASS/FAIL

	Introduction

· An introduction to the importance of the area being researched in the project

· Relevant articles cited to support the importance

Aims

Reason for choice of topic

· Reason for choice of the particular topic; what prompted the GPR to look at this area?
· Question being asked must be clear and simple.  GPR states what (s)he intends to achieve in the paper.
· Relevance to General Practice; what use the findings will be for the practice
COMMENTS :
Hot Tips
· Reasons could stem from observed practice behaviour, implications on a socio-economic scale etc.

	METHOD    PASS/FAIL

	· A description of what already happens in the practice.

· How the information has been gathered clearly stated.  This can be from the media, communicating personally with someone, or by email with experts, web-sites  as well as a search of the literature.

· Databases searched clearly cited  eg Medline, Embase, Cochrane
(   Keywords used in search clearly cited 
(   Selection method for journals cited; ie how did the GPR choose the journals (s)he read out of the vast number revealed by the search.  How did they judge the ones worth reading?
(   Critical appraisal method (evaluating the papers) clearly cited

COMMENTS : 

Hot Tips

· With a discussion paper, you have the opportunity to be creative with your method.
· Try and include a timetable for planning events/deadlines 
· What Read codes did you use?  (note – Read code – capital R after Dr.  J Read who founded them) to assess whether the area you are looking at was a problem or not

	RESULTS/FINDINGS     PASS/FAIL

	(   Range of literature identified has been described eg two RCTs showed……, a qualitative study by…..
· The most important and relevant papers are critically appraised (ie they are not simply quoted!)
· Logical presentation of findings

COMMENTS :

Hot Tips

You can still critically appraise reviews and meta-analyses.
Providing a descriptive list of articles and books without critical analysis will FAIL.

You may wish to attach letters or other ‘grey’ material as appendices.



	DISCUSSION     PASS/FAIL

	· Different view points and arguments clearly stated.
· Has the question posed in your aim been answered?
· Limitations of the review done.  How could you have obtained more or better information?
· Comparison of findings with current practise

· Recommendations for change 

· Are recommendations reasonable and practical
Changes must be practical! (ie how are you actually going to make the changes?)
For each example described 
(   what needs to be done
(   who might do it (in the practice team)
(   ? when and how
COMMENTS :
Hot Tips 

· Consider  bold-type to highlight each change.

· Just telling people to do things better won't result in change. You need to write up in some detail how the changes will take place.     
· Beware – too many registrars include in the discussion what should be in the conclusion.

	CONCLUSIONS    PASS/FAIL

	(   Summary of main findings and the salient part of your discussion. 
(   Implications for the practice; where should the practice go from here?
(   What the registrar learned from the project
(   A comment on areas in need of further study.  Could further work be done on this area?
COMMENTS : 

Hot Tips
· “This project  highlighted an important clinical and educational area” is  a non statement!  It doesn’t say anything!

	LITERATURE/REFERENCES   PASS/FAIL

	(   References are properly quoted (authors, year, journal/book, volume, pages etc)
· Minimum 9 references
· Don’t forget to include those papers/texts which helped you in the discussion paper 

Eg “How to read a paper” by Trisha Greenhalgh

(   Reference websites – add a date when last accessed
COMMENTS :

Hot Tips

Peer reviewed literature can be used as well as other sources. 

	OTHER COMMENTS  (Tick active points registrar needs to consider, delete comments which do not apply)

	(   The objective is not to list as many articles as possible but to demonstrate an ability to recognise relevant information, and to discuss it according to the question posed in the aim.
(   The registrar may wish to look at a discussion paper in the BJGP before attempting their own.  Look on www.bradfordvts.co.uk for examples of projects that have passed (under summative assessment subheading)
(   Registrar needs to use subheadings which are identical to marking criteria on the schedule and use them in that order
(   Registrar needs to smarten up their writing style 

                (   Shorter & Clearer – ie registrar uses a lot of words to say very little!
· Active sentences using ordinary language

(   The project should be kept as simple as possible.  
List other specific/general comments not covered in the headings above :

Hot Tips (SENTENCE CONSTRUCTION)
WRITING STYLE

· Try to use ordinary language when you can. 
·  Use short words eg start rather than “commence”

· Read sentences out loud to yourself to make sure they are clear and sensible.

· Try to make each point only once, and make sure you actually have a point to make!

· PASSIVE & ACTIVE SENTENCES – “These patients had only paper notes available.  These were individually read through to cover the previous 12 months” is an example of a passive sentence which reduces readability significantly.  “I read through these individually” is better.  Another example : “I chose to…” not “it was chosen to ….”
· SIMPLIFYING SENTENCES – “One year was chosen to achieve these standards as it allowed the practice to implement change and discuss and allow reorganisation within the practice.  It was also a good time frame to judge the effectiveness of the changes that were implemented” can be simplified to: “One year was chosen to achieve these standards as it gave time for the practice to implement change and to judge    their effectiveness” – easy peasy lemon squeezy!

· APOSTROPHES – remember, plurals do not need apostrophes eg proton pump inhibitors NOT proton pump inhibitor’s

· ABBREVIATIONS -  the very first time you use them, write them in full with the abbreviation in parenthesis – like journals do.

LAYOUT

· Use bold type discreetly to highlight important words or phrases.  Do not  bold type big chunks of paragraphs

· Use bullet points to clarify separate issues

USE OF REFERENCES

· Back assertions with references whenever possible

· Mention names of authors & what kind of study it was (“In a review article of the use of PPIs in the UK general practice in 1999, Bloggs & Doodah showed that……..”)



Sources 
Yorkshire Deanery Guidance on NPMS Projects       Richard Sloan
